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Bibliographies 1 

 Separated by topic (LEGISLATION, JURISPRUDENCE, SECONDARY MATERIALS: MONOGRAPHS, SECONDARY 
MATERIALS: ARTICLES….); 

 Two spaces between entries, use a hanging indent; 

 Alphabetized: 

 Legislation by title, jurisprudence by style of cause, secondary materials by author’s last name. 

 Even if it leads to inconsistency in referencing an author’s work, cite using the name exactly as it appears on the material you 
are referencing. 











Footnotes 2 



Pinpoints 

 Books, articles, etc: “at 34” or “at 34–64” (no “page” or “p.”); 

 Legislation: “s 34(10)(b)” or “ss 34–64”; 

 Jurisprudence: “at para 34” or “at paras 34–64”  - cite paragraphs, not pages, 
because the paragraphs are consistent across all reporters and databases; 

 Non-consecutive pages or paragraphs: “34, 54, 64”;  

 Consecutive pages or paragraphs: “34–64” - note that you use an en dash (–), 
not a hyphen (-) or an em dash (—); 

 If the source includes dashes in the numeration system, use something less 
confusing such as “to” - “34.1-1 to 34.1-8”; 

 Do not abbreviate words which indicate portions of the text such as Appendix, 
Preamble, Schedule, Provision etc. 

 



Abbreviations 

Abbreviations also follow convention, and there are appendices in the Guide 

dealing with them 

 Provinces: Appendix A-1 (Differs based on the material you are citing) 

 US States: Appendix A-2 

 Other jurisdictions: Appendices A-3 to A-5 

► Courts and Tribunals: Appendix B 

► Law Reporters: Appendix C 

► Online Databases: Appendix E 

 Law Journals: Appendix D 

 Non-law journals:  E-121 



Legislation (Guide Chapter 2)  
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Jurisprudence (Guide Chapter 3)  







Jurisprudence 3 – Neutral Citation 

 Always include the neutral citations first after the style of cause whenever 

available. Supreme Court cases since the early 2000s always have a 

neutral citation. Formulated as: 

  year Court Level  decision number.  

 2012 SCC 45   this was the 45th case heard by the Supreme Court in 2012. 

 This is a standardized citation format that gives the basic 



Jurisprudence 4 – Parallel Citation 

 Parallel citations follow the neutral citation and cite case reporters or databases where the case can be 
found. 

 Separate parallel citations with a comma. 

 Place the pinpoint after the neutral citation. If the case does not have a neutral citation, place it after the 
source you actually consulted. Then include aa parallel citation if applicable. These are almost always fully 
provided at the top of the page in online databases. 

 Style of cause, neutral citation at pinpoint, parallel citation. 

 R v J(A), 2011 SCC 28 at para 14, [2011] 2 SCR 440.  

 Case reporters divided by year use square brackets, and case reporters divided series use round brackets. 

 The Supreme Court Reporter goes by year, with about 3 volumes per year. They then start again at volume one for 
the next year.  

 R v Sharpe [2001] 1 SCR 45   this is page 45 of the first volume of the 2001 Supreme Court Reports. 

 The Dominion law reporters are divided by series. 

 R v Sharpe (2001) 194 DLR (4th) 1   page 1 in volume 194 of the 4th series.  





Jurisprudence 6 











Government Documents1 

Debates:  

 Jurisdiction, Legislature, Title, Legislative Session, Volume or Number (Date) at 
Pinpoint (Speaker). 

 House of Commons Debates, 41st Parl, 1st Sess, No 107 (5 April 2012) (Megan Leslie). 

 Nova Scotia, Legislative Assembly, Hansard, 61st Leg, 4th Sess, 







Government Documents 4 

Articles, Bulletins, short documents 

 Jurisdiction, Issuing Body, “title”, other information (if applicable) (publication information) at pinpoint. 

 New Brunswick, Human Rights Commission, “Guideline to Accommodating Physical and Mental 
Disabilities at Work”, (fact sheet) (Fredericton: NBHRC, February 2014) online: <www.gnb.ca/hrc-
cdp/e/g/Guideline-Accommodating-Disability-at-Work-New-Brunswick.pdf >. 

 Correctional Service of Canada, “Leisure Activities”, Commissioner’s Directive No 760 (Ottawa: CSC, 25 
September 2008) at para 7. 

Public Papers of Intergovernmental Conferences 

 Name of Conference or Committee, Title, document number (location of conference: date of 
conference). 

 Meeting of the Continuing Committee of Ministers on the Constitution, The Canadian Charter of Rights 
and Freedoms: Discussion Draft, July 4, 1980, Doc 830-81/027 (Ottawa: 8–12 September 1980). 

 

 



Government Documents 5



Recap 

Remember:  

• No superscript; 

• No periods for abbreviation; 

• When indicating a span of 
pages or section numbers, 
use the long en dash (–) and 
neither a hyphen (













International Materials 5 – UN Documents 4 

Annexes 

 Title, UN body’s acronym and OR, session number or number of years since the body’s 









Secondary Sources 1 – Journal articles 

General notes 

 Authors are last name first in bibliographies (Hogg, Peter,), but first name first in the footnotes (Peter 
Hogg,).  

 Write author names exactly as they appear on the materials, even if it creates inconsistency in 





Secondary Sources 3 – Journal articles 3 

 David M Tanovich, “E-Racing Racial Profiling” (2004) 41 Alta L Rev 905 

(QL). 

 Brenna Bhandar, “Re-Covering The Limits Of Recognition: The Politics Of 

Difference And Decolonization In John Borrows’ Recovering Canada: The 

Resurgence of Indigenous Law” (2007) 27:1 Austl Feminist LJ 25 (Google 

Scholar). 

 John Borrows, “Sovereignty’s Alchemy: An Analysis of Delgamuukw v 

British Columbia” (1999) 37 Osgoode Hall LJ 537 at 544. 

 



Secondary Sources 4 - 





Secondary Sources 6 

 For editors, list “ed” after the author name(s). 

 Fineman, Martha A, Jack E Jackson & Adam P Romero, eds, �X



Secondary Sources 7 

 Borrows, John, Recovering Canada: The Resurgence of Indigenous Law (Toronto: University of 
Toronto Press, 2002) print. 

 Butler, Judith, “Bodily Inscriptions, Performative Subversions,” [excerpt from Gender Trouble 
(1999)] in Warhol-Down and Herndl, eds, Feminisms Redux (2009), 465-476 ebook. 

 Cowan, Sharon “Freedom and Capacity to Make a Choice: A Feminist Analysis of Consent in 
the Criminal Law of Rape” in Munro, Vanessa E & Carl F Stychin, eds, Sexuality and the Law: 
Feminist Engagements (New York: Routlege-Cavendish, 2007) at 51. 

 Eisner, Shiri, Bi Notes for a Bisexual Revolution (California: Seal Press, 2013) print. 

 King, Thomas, The Inconvenient Indian: A Curious account of Native People in North America 
(Toronto: Anchor Canada, 2013) print. 

 Sampford, CJC et al, Retrospectivity and the Rule of Law (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2006) 
print. 

 

 





Secondary Sources 9 

Bibliography entries with their 
according footnotes 



Fin. 


