Fine Arts

In keeping with St. Thomas University’s Goals of a Liberal Education, and nurtured by a
pedagogy based on creative expression, our Fine Arts courses aim to develop art literacy
and a critical awareness of the aesthetic dimensions of everyday life and culture. The courses
encourage personal growth and individuality — part of the enduring value of a liberal educa-
tion.

Fine Arts courses are taught by artists and scholars. Students experience the emotion and
practical challenges of art- and music-making, as well asre ect and analytically elaborate

on the consequences that these creative and perceptual processes have on the individual
and on society. Each artistic discipline uses particular materials and processes, and the artist
uses the signi cant properties of language, matter, and sound to produce and express mean-
ing. Likewise, the receiver of the work of art must also possess knowledge of the materials
and processes of art in order to experience aesthetic emotion and understand, analyze, and
ultimately appreciate art.

As individuals may have di erent degrees of experience in the Fine Arts, courses have been
selected for their accessibility to students with a wide variety of experience.

Interdisciplinary Minor or Major with a Concentra-
tion in Fine Arts; Interdisciplinary Honours with a

Concentration in Fine Arts

Upon the approval of the Interdisciplinary Studies Committee, students may also de ne their

own interdisciplinary Minor, Major, or Honours with a concentration in Music, Musical The-

atre, the Visual Arts, or Fine Arts. Students interested in exploring this option should consult
rst with Dr. Martin Kutnowski.

FNAR-1013. Understanding Music

This course is a selective chronological survey of Western Art Music. After exploring basic
concepts, terms, and principles of design in music, this course examines the styles from the
Middle Ages to the present, providing the tools for understanding and appreciating selected
works of composers of all eras. Emphasis is placed on attentive listening, responses to real
time performances, analysis of representative works of the literature, and formally written
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FNAR-1023. Introduction to Music Theory and Performance

The course examines the basic elements of music (notation, intervals, keys, scales, chords,
meter) from a practical, hands-on perspective and introduces music theory and perfor-
mance. Assignments include recognizing notes and rhythms on the sta , singing, and play-
ing instruments. Please note that previous music experience is welcome but not required for
this course.

FNAR-1031. Ear Training & Sight Singing |

Ear Training and Sight Singing | and Il are one-semester introductory courses to music nota-
tion and performance. As music is sound, it is notated and read from notes on a page. Sight
singing deals with how to translate notes into sound, and ear training, the reverse process,
with how to write down the sounds that we hear. Singing in tune is an absolute requirement
to pass this class; aural and/or sight singing activities occur in each and every meeting. Aural
skills'development include dictation of intervals, chords, scales, rhythmic exercises, single
line melodic exercises and two-part diatonic exercises. Sight singing activities include both
group and individual performances of melodies and rhythms. There is limited practice time
in class, so students are expected to extensively practice these components outside of class
time. The class meets three hours a week, but the course earns only one credit per semester.
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FNAR-1083. Voice Technique

This course is an in-depth exploration of voice technique. During the course, students will do
exercises to develop their breathing, phonation, resonance, and articulation skills. Students
will also examine the physiology of the voice and expand their awareness of how the voice
works, vocal problems, and vocal care and health. In addition, students will perform songs
from popular music styles such as musical theatre, rock, pop, and gospel for a public audi-
ence. All levels welcome. Prerequisites/Corequisites: None.

FNAR-1113. Practical Introduction to Art Fundamentals

This course is a practical introduction to concepts, basic materials, processes and the vocabu-
lary of art and design delivered through slide lectures, readings and assigned projects. The
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a music theory or music notation course; whereas helpful, no previous musical experience is
necessary.

FNAR-2021. Guitar Performance il
For a course description, see FNAR-1021. Prerequisite: FNAR 1121, or permission by the
instructor.

FNAR-2023. Music and Drama

Music and Drama surveys the intersection in representation and meaning between music
and drama in a variety of genres and art forms since the beginning of the seventeenth centu-
ry to the present. Areas on inquiry include song, opera, ballet, musical theatre, music for the
theatre, absolute music, program music, background music for Im or TV, and background
music for other multimedia delivery and interactive systems, including electronic games and
the internet. This course has no prerequisites.

FNAR-2043.“Hot 100”: Songwriting and Arranging

This course is a practical survey of the song as a genre, from John Dowland to Franz Schubert
to The Beatles to Lady Ga-Ga to OneRepublic, with a particular focus on text setting, har-
mony, and arranging. Practical assignments include analysis, composition, and performance,
both in group and individually. The nal project comprises the composition, MIDI recording,
and performance of an original song. Prerequisite: FNAR 1023, or permission by the instruc-
tor.

FNAR-2051. STU Singers I

The St. Thomas Singers is a no-audition choir, open to students and the academic commu-
nity at large. Rehearsals take place once a week; with at least two concert performances per
year towards the end of each term. The course earns one credit per year. A course fee may be
required for the purchase of scores and other performance expenses. No previous knowl-
edge of music is necessary.
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FNAR-2073. Pop Ballad (1970-2000): Songwriting and Arranging

This course is a practical exploration of the pop ballad as a song subgenre, from Paul Simon’s
B dgeO e/ry b e¢ aR, (1970) to Marvin Hamlisch and Carole Bayer Sager's Nr br d Dr e
[RBeTR, (1978) to Burt Bacharach and Carole Bayer Sager’s ¢ a@ . aRF, e Aefr, (1987)
to Elton John's 7 -e® 22N gpa vy b 4 R(1997) with a particular focus=

on text setting, harmony, and arrang|ng/mstrumentatlon Practical assignments include
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FNAR-2353. Modern Art & Its Precursors

What is modern art? What does modernity mean as a temporal distinction? With roots
stretching back in time even as far as the inception of writing, why has modernity increas-
ingly occupied all nations to some degree, fostering the art of today with its enduring
resonance? To answer these questions, this course traces the culturally historical pathways
that led to modern art. In combination with multi- media presentations, our readings of
authoritative texts will situate modern art within art history and provide a vocabulary for
building a critical understanding of the current cultural moment.

FNAR-2413. The Motorcycle and Art

Perhaps more than any other single object of industrial design, the motorcycle is a metaphor
for the 20th century. Through a series of slide lectures, assigned readings, and partial Im
screenings, this seminar class will be an historical and critical survey of the motorcycle in art
and as art. It will introduce students to a variety of art issues through industrial pop culture.

FNAR-2423. METROPIA: Architectural Scale Model Proposal

This course will explore architectural proposals that are outside the probability of realiza-
tion. Students will develop scale models in a variety of materials that explore the fanciful,
the nancially prohibitive and the technically unknown. The emphasis will be on planning,
creating and presenting proposals for entirely hypothetical works. Prerequisite: FNAR 1113.

FNAR-2433. Stop-Motion Animation

This course introduces students to the art and expressive potential of stop-motion animation.
Students will examine the production of narrative, documentary and experimental projects in
astudio arts environment. Techniques such as pixilation animation, Claymation, and cut-out 2D
animation will be used to create stop-motion animation. Prerequisites: FNAR 1113.

FNAR-2443. Mixed Media and Fibre Arts

Mixed Media and Fibre Arts explores a variety of bre, print making, paper and assemblage
techniques in a creative studio experience. Consideration is given to both conventional and
experimental concepts and the language of two and three-dimensional art. Students will
also trace the exciting development of this eld of art in 21rst century art making practices.
Prerequisites: FNAR 1113.

FNAR-2703. Special Topics
The content of this course changes from year to year to re ect the special strengths of fac-
ulty and particular needs of students.

FNAR-2763. Film Production

In this course, students will produce and direct a short Im. To this end, students will explore
the three stages of Immaking: pre-production, production, and post-production. Topics will
include script breakdowns, storyboards, shot lists, call sheets, sta and crew roles, and direc-
tion. In addition, students will learn theories and techniques of cinematography (camera and
lighting), sound, and editing. The course culminates in a screening of their short Ims fora
public audience. Prerequisite: Instructor's consent.

FNAR-2963. Acting for Film and TV
This course teaches students the basics of acting for Im and TV. Topics will include adjusting
acting for shot size, hitting marks, matching eyelines, and maintaining continuity. Students
will also practice the core concepts of scene study, including breaking a scene into beats,
pursuing objectives, playing actions, and working to overcome obstacles. The course culmi-
nates in a screening of scenes for a public audience.
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FNAR-3063. Analysis and Composition Il

Analysis and Composition Il is the continuation of FNAR 3053-Music Harmony and Counter-
point II, and it currently completes the theory sequence at St. Thomas. The course is a hands-
on study of the grammar of tonal music, with a particular focus on harmony, counterpoint,
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assignments including peer-to-peer lesson observations, teaching demonstrations, personal
narratives, and presentations of repertoire. This course is designed for students pursuing a
concentration in music. Prerequisites: FNAR 2063 and FNAR 1051.

FNAR-3723. Special Topics
The content of this course changes from year to year to re ect the special strengths of
faculty and particular needs of students.

FNAR-4001. Piano Class V
For a course description, see FNAR 2001. Prerequisite: FNAR 3101, or permission by the
instructor.

FNAR-4013. Music History Research Seminar: Brahms

This course proposes an exploration of the life and music of Johannes Brahms (1833-1897).
We will trace the composer’s career from the 1850s, as a protégé of the Schumanns, into the
end of the nineteenth century, investigating how his life and works relate to cultural, politi-
cal, national, and religious landscapes in Europe. There will be an in-depth study of selected
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FNAR-4153. Acting, Singing, Dancing

This course 0 ers students intensive training in acting, singing, and dancing. Students will
learn fundamental acting techniques and apply them to scenes and songs from the musical
theatre repertoire. In addition, students will do practical exercises to develop their breathing,
phonation, resonance, and articulation skills. Students will also hone their dancing abilities
by taking jazz classes. Acting, Singing, Dancing Il is a year-long course to be taken with Musi-
cal Theatre Ill. Prerequisites: FNAR 3153. Co-requisites: FNAR 4136 (Musical Theatre III).

FNAR-4703. Special Topics
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Students with a creative or scholarly interest in a particular area of Fine Arts may pursue a
3-credit hour independent Special Projects course. Such a course may be focused on music
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