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Students are expected to declare their subject Major to the Registrar’s Office during their 
second year, and must declare a Major by the beginning of their third year.

2.  	 Minor (optional) 
Students pursuing a Bachelor of Arts degree may elect a Minor consisting of 18 credit hours 
in one subject. The specific course requirements for a Minor in a particular subject area are 
described in Section Six. Students who wish to designate a Minor are responsible for notify-
ing the Registrar’s Office of their selection.  

3.	 General Curriculum Requirements 
The arts curriculum is organized on the basis of a preparatory first year of general studies, 
partly prescribed, followed by three years of more intensive study in areas dictated by the  
student’s interests and capabilities.

The normal course load in the academic year for full-time students in the Bachelor of Arts 
program is 30 credit hours. The minimum course load for full-time students is 9 credit hours 
per semester. The maximum is 18 credit hours per semester, with permission of the Regis-
trar’s Office. 

In order to meet the goal of a liberal education to develop a breadth of knowledge and 
depth of understanding, the BA curriculum is offered in different groups and levels of 
courses. Candidates must successfully complete the following credits from each of the 
designated groups. 

Group A:  12 credit hours (normally taken in first year) from: 
	

 

Group B: 12 credit hours (normally taken in first year) from:

 

Students are required to complete a minimum of 6 credit hours from Group C or Group D 
or both. This means that a combination of courses from Environment & Society, Natural  Sci-
ences,  Fine Arts, Music and Visual Arts totalling 6 credit  hours will satisfy general curriculum 
requirements for graduation. NOTE: All students who meet the requirements for a major in 
Psychology are deemed to have completed 6ch in Group C. 

Catholic Studies	
Communications  
	 and Public Policy  
Digital Media and Creative Arts
English 	
ESL	
French 	
Great Books
History 		
Human Rights	

Irish Studies		
Italian
Japanese
Journalism
Latin
Native Studies (Maliseet)
Native Studies (Mi’kmaq)
Philosophy	
Religious Studies
Spanish and Latin American Studies

Anthropology 	
Business	
Criminology 	
Economics 	
Gerontology	
International Relations 

Law, Politics, and Society	
Native Studies
Political Science
Psychology
Sociology
Women & Gender Studies	
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Group C:   
	 Courses in natural sciences or Environment and Society and any other courses approved  
	 by Senate.   
	 – Senate meeting November 16, 2006.

	 Environment and Society  
	 Mathematics 
	 Natural Sciences (eg. Biology, Chemistry, Geology, Physics) 

Group D: 
	 Courses that have the goal of serving to develop students’ aesthetic literacy through  
	 creative, cultural, and/or reflective artistic activity which include any courses offered  
	 by the Fine Arts Program, and those approved for cross listing in Fine Arts, and any  
	 other courses approved by Senate – Senate meeting November 16, 2006. 
 
	 Fine Arts 
	 Music  
	 Visual Arts

 For example: 
	 - 6 credit hours in Group C and none in Group D 
	 - 6 credit hours in Group D and none in Group C  
	 - 3 credit hours in Group C and 3 credit hours in Group D

Normally a full-time student in first year will take five different  first-year courses, at the 1000 
level, for a total of 30 credit hours.  In second year students are encouraged to pursue the 
breadth of knowledge by selecting a variety of subject areas. In third and fourth years, stu-
dents are encouraged to pursue the depth of knowledge or the more intensive concentra-
tion in their choice of a Major or Honours subject area. 

Students are advised to meet the requirements for Groups A, B, C, and D by the end of their 
third year of full-time study, or by completion of 90 credit hours, in accordance with the fol-
lowing benchmarks: 

	 •	� by the end of Year 1, students shall have obtained 18 of the Group A and B credit 
hours required;

	 •	� by the end of Year 2, students shall have obtained 24 of the 30 credit hours 
required; 

	 •	 by the end of Year 3, students shall have obtained all 30 credit hours required. 

a.  	� The Aquinas program 
The Aquinas program offers first-year students an alternative to the regular, 30 credit-
hour first-year program. The program counts as 18 credit hours and is  
designed to be appropriate to all first-year students. Students in the Aquinas program 
are required to complete 12  other first-year credit hours, on an elective basis, in order to 
complete their first year.

Those enrolled in the Aquinas program will join in a learning community of no more than 
36 students and three or more professors to study, from a cross-disciplinary perspective, 
a particular theme of interest in the liberal arts. Students’ time will be flexibly scheduled 
so that seminars, tutorials, full classes, and independent and group work will be sched-
uled as appropriate. Students will continue with their section of the program for the en-
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e.  	 Grade Point Average Required for Graduation  
	�
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level. Usually these courses will be of the seminar type. In most departments, one	
course is an Honours thesis. Currently, the University offers Honours programs in 	
the following subject areas: 

	

		� 
The specific requirements for Honours in a particular discipline are described in section four. 
Individual departments may, with senate approval, require a specific level of performance in 
courses applied toward Honours. 

	 c.  General Curriculum Requirements 
	� The general curriculum requirements for Honours are the same as those for a general  

BA. (See Section Two: programs, Part A. 3.  General Curriculum Requirements.)

	 d.  Grade Point Average Required for Honours 
	� Candidates in the Honours program are normally expected to maintain a grade point av-

erage of 3.0 in the Honours subject. In calculating the grade point average for Honours, 
all courses in the Honours subject (or interdisciplinary subject area) will be counted. For 
Honours at graduation, a minimum grade point average of 3.0 in the Honours subject (or 
interdisciplinary subject area) is required. Distinction is awarded to those Honours gradu-
ates who have attained a combined average of 3.7 over their last two academic years (60 
credit hours) of their program.

	 e.	 Procedures for Withdrawal from Honours 
	 A student in Honours may withdraw from the program by notifying the Chair of  
	 the appropriate Department and the Registrar. 

	 f. 	 Minor (optional) 
	 Students pursuing an Honours BA degree may elect a Minor consisting of 18 credit  
	 hours in one subject. The specific course requirements for a Minor in a particular  
	 subject area are described in section four. Students who wish to designate a Minor  
	 are responsible for notifying the Registrar of their selection. 
 

  


