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yEnvironment and Society
The goal of the Environment and Society Program is to inspire and prepare students to 
become leaders in the quest for a sustainable world. 
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ythem, including Indigenous and Global South perspectives, and practices of and movements 
for food sustainability, security, and sovereignty. Prerequisite: Must have completed 27 credit 
hours of coursework. 

ENVS-2133. Religion and Ecology (RELG) 
Many religious traditions display a variety of stances towards the environmental crisis, rang-
ing from indifference to reform. Through critical and comparative study, this course explores 
religious approaches to ecology in a variety of traditions. Topics may include environmental 
stewardship, deep ecology, ecoliberation, ecofeminism and ethnic indigenous ecology.

ENVS-2163. Envisioning Environmental End-Times (ENGL)  
It may be impossible to represent the scale, timespan, and complexity of climate change. 
And yet, as a direct corollary, scientists and storytellers have made myriad attempts: avant-
garde poetry, apocalyptic film, realist novels, abstract sculpture, and heat maps, among other 
forms. This course explores how these media experiments have tried and failed to represent 
the reality of environmental collapse, and considers the consequences for our understanding 
of language, truth, and the planet's very existence. (Post-1800.)

ENVS-2203. Community Economic Development (ECON)  
A course which explores the theory and practice of community economic development. 
It will include the examination of case studies of successful community economic devel-
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ENVS-2313. Energy and Society  
This course examines energy systems (oil, gas, coal, hydroelectric, nuclear, and renewable) 
both historically and in the contemporary world, in terms of environmental and economic 
impacts, theories of technological change in their creation, deployment, and decommission-
ing, as well as public policy issues.

ENVS-2333. Ecological Economics (ECON) 
Starting from the understanding that the economy is a subsystem of the ecological 
lifesupport system, the course utilizes a transdisciplinary approach (ecological, social and 
economic) to examine the problems of scale, equity, and efficiency in contemporary human 
social formations. The course will also discuss the distinctive policy implications of ecological 
economics. No prerequisite required.

ENVS-2413. Social Dimensions of Climate Change 
This course will introduce liberal arts students to the scientific basis of the problem of climate 
change, the social systems and dynamics at the root of the problem, and the measures nec-
essary to avoid climate breakdown. There is no prerequisite for this course.

ENVS-2443. Environmental Psychology (PSYCH) 
Human behaviour is at the heart of a wide range of such environmental problems as global 
warming, ozone depletion, pollution, species extinction, deforestation, and population 
growth. This course emphasizes the positive role that psychology can play in supporting 
those human values, attitudes, and behaviour that will help to resolve these crises and 
advance the attainment of a sustainable future.

ENVS-3013. Global Environmental Politics  
The modernist view is that knowledge leads to rational decisions. From an environmental 
perspective, however, this idea is seriously challenged. Never has society known so much 
about ecological and climate change; yet collective responses to these changes have failed 
to reverse the downward trends. This course examines this dynamic by examining the 
politics of the environmental crisis, and in particular the power struggles between those re-
sisting change and those promoting alternative visions of a sustainable society. We consider 
how those alternative visions translate into public policy and how citizens can engage to 
make this happen. Prerequisite: Must have completed 30 credit hours of coursework. 

ENVS-3023. Environmental Praxis II. (HMRT 3223)  
This course explores how alternative visions of the future translate into political action at the 
international, national, provincial, community, and personal levels. This involves an analysis 
of alternative theories of the nature of social change. A component of this course may be 
service learning. Prerequisites: ENVS 1013, ENVS 1023 and ENVS 2023, or permission of the 
instructor.

ENVS-3033. Nonprofit Management (BUSI 3023)  
The course introduces students to the specific issues that arise in managing nonprofit 
organizations. Topics covered include strategic planning, accountability, board governance, 
financial planning, fund raising, and human resources. 
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yENVS-3043. Canadian Environmental Law and Policy 
To a great extent, the state of the natural environment in Canada depends on laws and 
policies adopted by municipal, provincial and federal governments. This course introduces 
students to these systems of government, the processes by which environmental laws and 
policies are developed, and the power relations that shape the outcomes. Topics include en-
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ENVS-3153.  Applied Leadership (CBEL 3023) 
Emphasis in this course is on the practice of leadership, development of leadership skills, and 
critical reflection on applied leadership. This course involves an applied leadership project in 
an organization of the student's choosing, during which they explore the roles, responsibili-
ties and challenges involved in effective leadership. Class time includes group discussion 
of core concepts, reflections on the leadership project, and learning activities designed to 
develop leadership skills, including team-building strategies, conflict management, strategic 
planning, change management, and inclusive leadership. Students assess their own leader-
ship skills and style and complete a leadership portfolio. This is an ideal course for students 
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yENVS-3413. The Political Economy of Climate Change  
The  course explores the systemic economic and political relationships which have created 
the problem of global climate change and its associated impacts for humanity. There is no 
prerequisite for this course.

ENV- 3443. Psychology of Human-Nature Connections (PSYC)  
This course focuses on examining human connection to nature. The course includes in-class 
and outdoor experiential learning components. Topics may include: the role of nature in 
relation to health and psychological well-being, social and community aspects of human-
nature interaction, and a critical examination of natureoriented therapeutic approaches. 
Pre-requisites: PSYC 2023 (Intro to Research Methods)

ENVS-3613. Sustainable Community Transitions 
At the heart of sustainability transition is the communities within which people live. Housing, 
mobility, food, energy, recreation, culture, health care, education, child and elder care, and 
livelihoods all take place in community. This course looks at the changes that communities 
can make in these systems to bring them in line with the goals of social equity, economic 
resilience, and ecological sustainability. There are experiential learning components. Prereq-
uisite: ENVS 0 2263 

ENVS-3703. Toxic In/Justice: Green Criminology (CRIM)  
This course is designed to study harms against the environment writ large, and actions 
designed to protest and protect against those harms. Topics include environmental pollution 
in nature, home and workplace; relevant law and policy; corporate crimes against humanity; 
and, environmental protest and justice movements. Prerequisites: CRIM 1013 and CRIM 1023 
or permission of the instructor.

ENVS-3723. Human Ecology (ANTH) 
Since its beginning, anthropology has been interested in the relationship between people 
and the geographical setting where cultures develop. The history of the discipline is full of 
contrasting examples in which nature and culture are used, within different conceptual and 
methodological frames, to explain cultural change, social structure, cultural development, 
and landscape history, among other topics. The main objective of this course is to explore 
such different approaches using examples from different biogeographical regions. Prerequi-
site: None.

ENVS-4003. Capstone Seminar 
This is a required course for the Iu40uch ll of 
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ENVS-4443. Seminar: Environmental Psychology (PSYC) 
Building upon PSYC 2443 Environmental Psychology, this seminar explores in greater detail 
the contributions psychology can make to the resolution of a broad range of environmental 
crises. The course will examine key values, attitudes, and behaviours that would support a 
sustainable future, and the contributions that psychology can make to the promotion of a 
sustainable future. Prerequisite: PSYC 2013 and 2023 or permission of the instructor.

NOTE: Not all courses listed are offered each year. Please consult with the Department Chair 

for more information about current and planned course offerings.


